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This chart is

not definitive.
You may find
further code.

Take accents
into account.
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Grey dashes
indicate that
the particular
letter/s-sound
correspondence
is unlikely to
begin a word.
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Hollow letters
alert the

reader to
various

possible
pronunciations.
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The complexities of the English Alphabetic Code:

1. One sound (phoneme) can be represented by one, two, three or four letters: e.g. [al a, [f] ph, ligh/ igh, /oa/ ough

-ge 45,

collage

2. One sound can be represented by multiple spelling alternatives (graphemes): e.g. /oal: o, oa, ow, oe, o-e, eau, ough

3. One grapheme can represent multiple sounds: e.g. ough: [oa/ though, /or/ thought, long /oo/ through, [ou/ plough, /u/ thorough
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Sounds

simple code

complex code

Graphemes, or spelling alternatives, which are code for the sounds
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